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Monterey
218SS
WE SaY All that’s lacking is the 
smell of burning rubber. If you’re 
old enough to have driven a muscle 
car when they were in their heyday, 
there is little explanation required 
for Monterey’s 218SS raison d’être. If 
you are younger than that, this boat’s 

aggressive stance, exciting handling 
and sporty performance bring to the 
water many of the same qualities the 
Trans Am or Camaro SS brought to 
the street. In short, we experienced 
awesome acceleration with the Volvo 
Penta Duoprop drive and 50-plus mph 
at wide-open throttle thanks to the air-
assist chine that helps reduce drag.

Gain entry from the large swim 
platform via a side walkway. A filler 
cushion allows you to enclose the 
cockpit for running or to open up for 
hanging on the hook. The fiberglass 
sole featured sharp deck hatches with 
deep gutters that will keep gear dry. 
More dazzling glasswork is to be found 
in the sculpted fiberglass inserts that 
ring the cockpit, replacing the common 
upholstered trim pieces boaters have 
come to know and hate for their poor 
weathering abilities over time. The 
icebox built into the portside console 
is a nice complement to the standard 
removable cooler. Aft, the sun lounge 
has a folding backrest. — Kevin Falvey

WHo’D WanT onE: Boaters seeking 
more jazz than a typical bowrider 
would deliver.

anoTHER CHoiCE: Larson’s sporty 
2100 I/O powered by a 260 hp 
MerCruiser sterndrive starts at $48,964.

BoTToM LinE: $56,841; 
montereyboats.com
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HoW WE TESTED
ENGINE: single 270 hp Volvo penta V8-270/Dp PROP: F7 
GEAR RATIO: 1.95:1 reduction FUEL LOAD: 30 gal. 
CREW WEIGHT: 540 lb.

u LOA: 21'8" u Beam: 7'8" uDraft: 2'7½" uDisplacement: 
3,650 lb.

 speed efficiency operation
    naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range  angle level

1000  4.26  4.90  1.30  3.28  3.77  147  170  0  76 
1500  5.95  6.85  1.80  3.31  3.81  149  171  3  84 
2000  7.13  8.20  3.30  2.16  2.48  97  112  4  85 
2500  9.82  11.30  5.70  1.72  1.98  78  89  4  86 
3000  22.51  25.90  7.40  3.04  3.50  137  158  3  87 
3500  28.24  32.50  9.20  3.07  3.53  138  159  3  88 
4000  33.50  38.55  12.00  2.79  3.21  126  145  3  92 
4500  37.84  43.55  15.00  2.52  2.90  114  131  3  93 
4860  44.32  51.00  19.80  2.24  2.58  101  116  3  94   
Most econoMical cruising speed


