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Outboard power boosts 
Monterey’s M-65. With it, 
you get smooth, quiet power 
(along with optional auto-
matic trim, which almost 
always works better than an 
experienced skipper), and 
electronic throttle, shift and 
power steering. Never touch 
the trim switch again. The 
motor seeks its ideal run-
ning attitude automatically. 
All that helps make the 

M-65 highly desirable.
Luxury in a boat should 

be doing things for you — 
and in this boat, there is 
plenty more to pamper you. 

In the cockpit, the rum-
ble seat trades wraparound 
lounges for dance-floor 
space on deck. With the seat 
down, it completes an am-
ple L-shaped couch. Ahead 
of it, the couch extends to 
a flip-back or forward- or 
aft-facing seat. Place the 

Monterey
M-65

	s peed	  efficiency	     operation
				    naut.	 stat.	 n. mi.	 s. mi.	 sound
	 rpm	 knots	 mph	 gph	 mpg	 mpg	 range	 range 	 angle	 level

1000 		 4.3 	 4.9 	 1.4 	 3.0 	 3.5 	 136.9 	 157.5 	 1 	 68 
1500 		 6.0 	 6.9 	 2.3 	 2.6 	 3.0 	 116.5 	 134.0 	 1 	 70 
2000	  	 6.9 	 8.0 	 3.4 	 2.0 	 2.3 	 91.4 	 105.2 	 3 	 69 
2500 		 7.7 	 8.9 	 5.1 	 1.5 	 1.7 	 67.9 	 78.1 	 4 	 75 
3000	  	 9.3 	 10.8 	 7.5 	 1.2 	 1.4 	 56.0 	 64.5 	 6 	 77 
3500	  	 12.3 	 14.2 	 9.4 	 1.3 	 1.5 	 58.9 	 67.7 	 6 	 78 
4000	  	 24.9 	 28.7 	 10.8 	 2.3 	 2.7 	 103.7 	 119.4 	 4 	 81 
4500 		 29.2 	 33.6 	 12.5 	 2.3 	 2.7 	 105.0 	 120.8 	 3 	 82 
5000	  	 33.2 	 38.2 	 15.5 	 2.1 	 2.5 	 96.4 	 110.9 	 3 	 83 
5500	  	 35.7 	 41.1 	 18.3 	 1.9 	 2.2 	 87.7 	 100.9 	 3 	 84 
6000 		 39.8 	 45.8 	 23.2 	 1.7 	 2.0 	 77.2 	 88.8 	 3 	 86 
6400 		 41.8 	 48.1 	 30.1 	 1.4 	 1.6 	 62.4 	 71.8 	 2 	 87   

Most Economical Cruising Speed

High Points
uHighly polished stainless-steel  

hardware trim.

u Teak and holly surf-mat sole treatment.

u Fold-down transom rumble seat in  
the cockpit.

uWide platform with plenty of walking 
room between power and the transom.

Low Points
uWe would like to see the head  

compartment porthole become  
standard equipment, not optional.  

uWe like the expansive transom  
platform but wish it could be set  
closer to the water without lowering  
the outboard. 

Toughest Competitor
u Chaparral’s Suncoast 250 ($73,580 

with 300 hp Mercury, tower and head) 
offers similar style and wide-body 
seating with a deep cockpit and beam-
to-beam transom platform. Various 
color packages and additional options 
are comparable with the M-65.

· LOA: 26'7" (with standard swim platform)  
· Beam: 8'6" · Draft: 2'9" · Displacement:  
5,200 lb. (dry with engine) · Transom Deadrise: 
20 degrees · Bridge Clearance: 8'10"  
· Max Headroom: NA · Fuel Capacity: 80 gal. 

· Max Horsepower: 350 · Available Power: 
Single outboards from Mercury or Yamaha

Price: $76,462 
(as tested)

HOW WE TESTED
Engine: Mercury Verado 300 Drive/Prop: Enertia 

18" 3-blade stainless steel Gear Ratio: 1.85: 1 

Fuel Load: 39 gal. Crew Weight: 340 lb.

back bolster forward and 
lean back, facing the water-
sports in the wake. Flip the 
back aft and the mate has  
a forward-facing seat. Tap a 
latch on the console and it 
opens like a secret door to 
reveal the changing room 
and head within.

A cooler under the port 
lounge gives plenty of cold 
storage, but there’s even 
more refreshment space 

in the starboard 
jump seat that 
pulls out on slid-
ing rails. If you’d 
rather, you can 
swap the starboard 
jump seat with 

an entertainment galley  
complete with a sink and 
freshwater supply.

If you expect to party 
with a large crew, you need 
plenty of stowage to keep 
the crew gear organized. 
As usual, you’ll find spots 
under the spacious bow 
seating area to keep beach 
bags full of towels, sun-
screen and snacks. If that’s 
not enough, you’ll find more 
under the helm console and 

plenty more in the center 
locker in the sole. The high-
light of storage in the M-65 
is a welcome side effect of 
outboard power for the M-65. 
The engine room is now a 
massive stowage compart-
ment for tubes, life jackets — 
heck, throw a few footlockers 
of gear in there if you can’t 
decide what you really want 
to take. 

Don’t overlook attributes 
for hanging out on the hook. 
A beamy, wide transom plat-
form boasts a rumble seat 
for  two or three that is ide-
al for watching the kids swim. 
There’s a locker for ropes, 
and a huge portside trunk in 
which to stow boards.

Monterey’s M-65 offers 
one of the best propulsion 
options available, and it’s 
pushing a platform guaran-
teed to add extra fun for your 
boating buck. — Randy Vance

To watch our 
performance video of 

the Monterey M-65, visit 
boatingmag.com/3008.

ava il  a b le   p o wer   :

outboard

M o ntere     y  B o ats  
Williston, Florida; 352-528-2628;  
montereyboats.com
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